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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CAIRO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY u_g |
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The first meeting of Board of Trustees of the proposed Cairo
Christian Univeraity convened at 10.40 A.M., November 30, 1914, in Room 1301
of the Foreign Missions Rooms, 25 Madison Avenue, New York City. The fol-
lowing members of the Board were present: Harlan P. Beacli, LL«.D., New Haven,
Gonne, Professor of Missions, Yale University; Ralph W. Harbison, Esg.,
Pittsburgh, Pa., Harbison-Walker Refractories Company: W. Banoroft Hill, D.D.,
Poughkeepsie, ¥ew York, Professor of Biblical Literature, Vassar Collegze;
George Innes, Esg., Philadelphis, Pa., George Innes & Company, Inneas, Canadag;
M. Ga i€y DeDs,LL.Ds, Philadelphia, Ps., Lecturer on Bibliecal Archeology,
Zenia Theological Seminary: J-Ka MoClurkin, D.D., Pittsburgh, Pa., Pastor
Shadyside United Presbyterian Church; George M, pPaden, Esq., Pittsburgh, Pa.,
Union Natiopal Bank, Cashier; Georgse L. Bobinaon, D.Ds, LL.D., Chicago, Illinois,
Professor of 0ld Tostament LitePwtmie End Eregesis, MeCormick Theological Semin-
ary; Fred. O. shane, Rsq., Philadelphia, Pa., Shane Bros. & Wilson, Millers;
Charles R. WatsoH, D.D., Philadselphia, Pa., Secretary Board of Foreign Missions
of the United Presbyterian Church. Mr. E. E.. Olcott, New York City, President
Hudson River Day Line, Lincoln National BWK, Dirsstor, arrived during the
afternoon session. By invitation, Rev. W. I. Chamberlain, D.D., was &lso
nrasant.

i, IEECORAEY CRGARIZATION In celling the meeting to order, Dr. Watson sub-
mitted a tentative Agenda for the meating, asteted
that Dre J. K. MeClurkin had been asked to preside

until permement officers were elected, that Dr. Chamberlain of the Board of

Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church in America, bhad been asked to be present

as a vigitor because of the relations which it was hoped that Board might sustain

to the movement and that Mr. W. W. Cleland was present to take notes of the meet-
ing so that the Minutes of the First Meeting of the Board might be recorded with

sufficient fulness to preserve something of the discussions as well as any formal
action that might be tekens It was explained that word had been received from

Dr. Henry Wallace of Des Moines stating that on account of his health he Tound

it impossible to make the long trip Bast to attend this maeting. Notice was

given that expense accounts should be handed to ir. Paden, treasurer pro tem., to

be paid out of a specizl fund provided by a group of men designating themselves
as "Jtewardship Incorporated."

2« PRAYER Dr. MeClurkin then took the ciair and emphasized
S : “the thought that to begin with prayer wap indeed

to begin so great an enterprise aright. He then
suggested that all should lead in prayer and there followed = season of prayer
of marked sarnestness and solemmnity in which all participated:- There was thanks-
giving to God for tokens of His favor and guidance in the steps that had led up
to the meeting, and for strong assurances of the sufficiency of divine help in
realizing the viasion that had been given; request was made Tor wisdom and guid-
ance in every problem, that those present might be enabled to build even bettér
than they lmew, that the necessary funds and men might becoms available, that
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the proposed University might be an effective agency for revealing to the
world the life and power of Christ, that it might be used of God mightily

to win the lMoslem world to Christ and reclaim territory lost through the un-
faithfulness of past ages.

S« LETTER Dr. M.G. XKyle as chairman of the Committee on
Univeraity of the Board of Foreign Missions of
the United Presbyterian Church read the attached

letter, reviewing briefly the higtory of the development of the proposal to

establish a Christien University in Egypt and committing the further guidance
of this movement to the Board of Trustees at their firat meeting. The letter

was received and placed on file. (See Appendix A).

4, HISTORY AND RRASON3 The history of the University movement and the
reasons for establishing a University at Cairo
wag the next item on the Agenda and the Chairmen

called on Dr. Watson to present this matter

Dr. Watson: Our presence here is itself asaurance of a large
degree of acquaintance with the history of this University movement and also
conviction as to the need which lies bask of it. Yet there is value in review-
ing the whole mubject, for through discussion we may become more familiar with
facts which as Trustees we ahall frequently be called upon to present and we
may also through discusaion enrich each others apprehension of the importance
of the proposed Univerasity.

1. History of the Movement: Here we lay hold of ome of the
strongest defences of the movement: The fact that 1% has stood the test of
Pime. (a} For 16 years this conception has persisted. Not only persiated, but
€rown.  Reference made to letter prepared in 1898 or 1699 by Calro missionaries
giving 8ix ressons for the University. {b) The University movement later was
placed in handas of committse appointed by sntire body of American Missionaries
in Bgypte On it, such able educators as Dr. Alexander and President MeQlenahan,
(¢} Later the matter passed to the Board In America and an educational BUrvey
waa made by a Comnisaion consisting of Dr. T.H.P.Sailer, President HeoClesnahan
and lr., Watson. Sixty institutions were vigited. Some 70 educational leaders
were interviewed. Government officiails opened doors. The Islamic, the Govarn—
ment, the Coptic, the private and the Nission school systems were studied.
Such men as Dr. Dunlop, British Advisor of Education, Heshmat Pashs, head of
Department of Education, and Artin Pasha, wers Interviewed. All this contributed
to the final judgment =as to need for a Christian University. Then followed the
recomeendation of the United Presbyterian Board to its Assembly that a movement
be launched to establish such a University, emphasis being laid on three things;
(1) its Christian character; (2) its Interdenominational eharacter; (3) its
University character. Favorable action by the Assembly was followed by a
selection of men to constitute a Board of Trustees and now we are met in the
first meeting of said Board. 4t one point, development of events was perhaps
abnormal. Public agitation for funds in Pittsburgh last spring preceded the
First_MBating.of”the.Board-of-Trustees-and~sacured about $170,000.

2+ Is such a University needsd? pDouble answar to this; for Zgypt
and for Moslem worlds (1} Por Egyph: a Christian University is needed {a) As
regards the missionary enterprise in Egypts Continuous missionary work for past
60 years bas resulted in Protestant community of 40,000, basides the leavening
of the Coptic Christian commnity, and has established 200 schools with 17,000
scholars. The missionary movement in Egypt has come to its second stage of
development. Where the begimmings of the Christian missionzry movement were
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rooted necessarily in denominationalism, there is now a nesed for something

to visualize the unity of thess individual denominational missionary efforta.
The University will do this. Tt will alsc help to establiah the larger re-
lationships, for example, nationgl relationships of the Christianity 1ntro-
duged through missionary effort. (b) For moral upbuilding of the nation:
Period of youth is the beriod in whichk moral charactsr of a nation is eag~
tablished or undermined, In no part of world is youth so much in need of
moral help as in Moaslem lands. Where the recognized morality of a country is
measured by a low estimate of woman, by polygamy and concubinage, it is easy

to imegine to what depths immorality reaches. To institution of the higheat
educational rank exists in which Egyptien youth has a chance to come away
victorious. (¢) For the sake of religious influence: The University is con-
ceived as 8 religious and missionary force. Customary to array educational work
against evangelistic work. If 50, the University is to be recionad an svangelistio
agency. Ordinary evangelism cannot touch classes to be reached by University,
thus directly evangelistic. In addition, its School of Religion is to train
miasionary leasders. In this sense also ovangelistic. Other contributions to
religious influence also requireds University is needed to carry to Islam the
richest content of Western Christianity. Western science devoid of religion is
nothing less than brutal. It annihilates not only Islam but the religious
instingt and nature itseif. 4 Christian University needsd to contribute to
the thoughtful Moharmedan the message and culture and learning of Christianity.

true education largely absent; utilitarian vievws dominate. Education regarded
valuable only to answer the question, how can I best get a government position?
Useless for all other purposes. Example giver of an educated son refusing to
work, meking his fether wait on him. Only a Christian atmosphere will impart
the true conception of education,

{2) The Moslem world nseds this Christian University. 41l that
has been gsid regarding Egypt applies equally to Loslem world. (a} Inner cirecle
of the Moslem world with its 200,000,000 Moslems 1s the Arabic speaking world
of 48,000,000 Moslema. largest single political unit within this inner cirele
of Arabic speaking Moslems is Bgypt. Cairo is the center of koslem learning.
Witness the Azher and Moslem printing presses. Cairp being increasingly recog-
nized as important center for misaionary work. Zwemer moves to Cairo from
4Arabia. Lucknow Conference in India selects Cairo as natural center for Mission~
ary Study Center. World Sanday School Movement locates itg secretary there,
International Y.M.C.4. brojects plans making Cairoe important center. Cairo the
greatest Jjournalistic center in Moslem world. Missionary strategy calla for the
establishing of a great Christian University at this brain-centar of Islam. (b)
The present war points to the uiter weakening, if not elimiration of Turkey's
political power. When Islam loses its political power, even greater importance
will attach to its intellectual strongholds. Essentinl Bolidarity exists betwsen
deistic or Unitarian conceptions of the West and the theistic position of Islam.

The establishment of a Christian University is the opportunity of evangelical
Christianity to drive in a wedge that will keep apart these two movemsnts of
Islamism in the East and Deism in the West., Il those who believe in a divins ... . ..
.~ Lord do not seize thig opportunity, the power of Islam will be reinforced by other
influences that broceed out of Western civilization.

{3) Will the University be aitended? {a] Collegiate courses will
command good atterdance, for 14 Jears ago it was stated upon good authority that
500 students would speedily be available for sueh & college. Conditions even bettar
todey. Mission schools and Coptic achools will contribute students. Liberal
koslems anxious to safeguard moral character of children will send boys to Collegiate
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Departmente. (b) 3chool of Zducation should attract an gncowraging munber who
serve the Miseions in Egypt and the Coptic and private schools. So also for
teachera in Hission schools in Arabla, Syrie and all North Africa. (¢c) The
School of Religion should draw three classes; Such missionaries 2s now attend

the Study Center, native mission workers preparing for work among Hoslems,

Moslem inquirers inveetigating the sources of Islam and the sources of Christisn~
ity. (d) School of Agriculture should command & good enrolment, for Egypt is
agricultural country. (e) Most important is the Extension Depertment and publica—
tion work to reach those who never come to the University campus, and to make
avallable for the widest circles, all that the Schools of Religion, Education
and Agriculture have to offer of original discovery or of helpful suggestion.

(4) Relationships of Control: There are several relationships
conceivable: (a) Denominetional: This has not been urged. While University con-
ception originated in a given denominational camp, it was quickly recognized
that its development could not be denominationzl, (b) Wholly indepandent of

adequately relate it to the missionary activities in Moslem lands, it was not
regarded as satisfactory. (o) The proposed relationship lay between the fore-
going two. That a mejority of the Board of Mrustees should be elected by or
subject to the approval of such Foreign Mission Boards as are willing to cooperate
in the University scheme. It is hoped that when Charter is applied for, two
Boards will cooperate. If 11 out of 21 members of the Board of Trustees are
subject in their election to their approval by these Foreign Boards, the remain-
ing 10 may represent other denominations or interests that have not officially
Joined in the movement. Relationship to the Foreign Mission Boards deemed better
than relationship to supreme judicatories of these Churches, because of specialized
knowledge of Foreign Bosrds and their natural missionary contacts,

DISCUSSION:

A discussion followed in which many participsted and among the
boints discuased asnd the suggeations made were the following:

The two Boards referred to aa Dbrobably ready to cooperate were
those of the United Presbyterian Church and of the Reformed Chureh in America.
Dr. Chamberlain explains that the Boerd of the Reformed Church has not yet taken
Tormal action, information having been sought on the following points: 1. Was
the Foreign Board or the whole Reformed Church to take the movemsnt up and did
the Foreign Board's action eall for approval by their General Synod? 2. The
degree of the Board's responsibility for the actions of its representatives on
the Board of Trustees. 3. The longth of term of its representatives on the Board
of Trustees. 4. How much might their Board be held responsible financially and
morally? Fo these questlons. answer was given tist cooperation involved the Board
but not the General Synod; that it was not intended that the Foreign Boards should
be formally responsidle for the actions of thLeir representatives on tlhe Board of

fixed; and that no financial responsibility was attached to cooperation. It was
Pointed out that Trustees once elected would no longer be responsible to the Ioard
alecting them or approving of them, although they would be expscted to serve as a
means of contact with said Board so as to maintain the viewpoint of that Board in

80 far as possible. No annual report to the Foreign Boards had been thoughit to be
necessary, though it might be advisable. Dr. Chamberlain suggested the wisdom of
having some constructive statement indicate clearly that Foreign Boards were not
formally responsible for the actions or policies of the Board of Trustees beyond the
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regponsibility wiidch attached to the approval of the election of certain
tmanbars. The thought is to have the Board of Trustess apply for the Charier
in thelr own name.

A discussion followed as to whether {a) the cooperating Foreigh
Boards should elect their representatives on the Board of Trustees, this latter
body making nominations, or (b) the Poreigh Boards nominate and the Board of
Trustees elect, or (c) the Board of Trustees submit list to Foreign Boards for
approval and selection, the Board of Trustees then to elect. The gquestion of
legal requirements was discussed, and it was agreed to investigate the Nanking
University charter beforas the afternoon session. There was discussion as to
whether the relationship to the Foreign Boards should be stated in the charter
or in the constitution. The question was asked whether British sccieties should
enter Ilnto cooperation with American agencies. Dr. Watson reported an interview
in London with Mr. Manley, C.M.3. secretary for Africa, where the latter expressed
the opinion that cooparation on a Board of Trustees loecated in America would be
too difficult or formel to commend it and that the C.M.S. interests would be
quite satisfied if allowed & representation in the Faculty or on the Board of
Managers in Egypt; that Mr. Lunt, however, another secretary when on & visit in
America, had expressed a contrary view; that an important point is really in-
volved, whether the Amsrican and British views of education harmonize sufficiently
for cooperative control. Opinions were expressad as to the practicability of
such international control, as to the deslrability of fully enlisting the
sympathy of British and especially 'C.M.S. missions because of their contributions
of students as well as of funds, and finally as to relations of the University
with the Govermmant in Egypt.

The question was asked whether any had argued for some location
for the University other than Cairo. It was said that some had intimmted that
the College at Beirut should be made into a great University ministering to
the Hoslem world, but two objections at least existed; The national spirit in
Egypt prevented Egyptians from attending a college in a foreign land; and further-
more, the recognized place of Cairo as the intellectual center of Islam could not
be waiveds. Dr. Robinson pointed out that the majority of students from Egypt
now in attendance at Belrut were only the children of Syrians now residing in
Egypt. Eils opinion was that Beirut could not care for needs of Egypt. He re-
ported interview with Kitchener, who suggested Alexandriz; this thought to be
suggested to avold too great prominence given to it. Reported Heliopolis and
Helouan as other sites sugpested. Question was asked, Why not Constantinople?
Answer given that Robert College meets need thers while 1t is inadequate for
nsed of Arabic-speaking lioslem world beczuse of it representing another (Turkish)
language area. JIointed out that Cairo University not meant %o confliet with
Beirut, for of seven departments in Beirut prospectus only two (Collegiate and
School of Commerce) in Cairo schemes No medical school plamned for Cairo
University because of Belrut medical school and because of sirong Government
equipments.

The morning session closed with prayer by Dr. Hill.
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Luncheon at the Aldire Club.

During the lunch, served in private rcom, informal discussion con-
tinued. Dr. Robinson called attention to need of properly safsguarding future of
Assiut College. He recognized its insdeguacy to meet need and reported President
MeClenahan as favoring Ceiro Universlity. Both institutions needed.
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